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— Wherein is conſidered the true Notion of a 


FAITHFUL 


| Improyernent of our TALENTS, 
5 AND THE 
IN Wikdom of being g Early&in Earneſt therein; 


ByChauncey Wh ittelſeyA.M, M, 


Turo of Tale. Colege in New- Haven. 


| — — — — — my —— 
Eccl. Xii. 10. 
The Preacher ſought to find out 1 "TOY Words, 


Ef vhet which ma wpright, even þ Words of Truth 


8 


d Tm R | 


3 NLONDO N; 


2 


- CLIT Ie 15 * „ 


n 


bees f 8 BE x 2 


— P , 
— MR. 


"— 
_ 
WW 
4 
*. 
< 


P 


1 0 THE 


E L ASS 


GRADVODATED 
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Oecaſioned by the S E R M 0 N preached 4 
upon the Sabbath before their Com- 1 
mencemenr, by their Excellent J4to2 | 
the Ingenious Mr. CHAT NC ET 
JTD WHITTEILSEI 


kermit 
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F you would be what this Diſ- 
E courſe deſign d, 


* Some great Example always 
n keep in Mind ; _ 
e 


The Forceof Reaſon may command Aﬀent; 


But living Vertue gives a Preſident ; 
How all it's ſacred Rules in Practice ſhine, 


And ſpeaks the Pattern and themſelves - 


divine: 

That gains the Underſtanding to approve ; 
This Courts the Will, with all the Charms 
of Love. 

The Author then,before you always place, 
And when you read his Precepts, view 

his Face. 5 


In them youre only told how to be great, 
In him you plainly ſee that happy ſtate: +. 


Strain ev'ry Nerve, on ev'ry Feature gaze; 

The more you imitate, the more you praiſe: 

It near the bright Example you arri ve, 

Your Names with his ſhall mouldring 
Time ſurvive ; 

From Age to Age with great Applauſe be paſt 

As long as Engliſh, Greek or Latin laſt. 


Thus Vigil ey'd the Grecian Bard divine, | 
Andaim'd at Homers ſtrength inev'ry Line: 


He very near the:noble Copy came, 


And tail d his own, on his or Maſter's | 
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ever Reception they may meet with from 
Mankind ( whoſe Candour I crave 1 
1 ſecurely traſt them with You, Being! 
perſwaded that Town will peruſe them 
with delight, 4s they were compoſed by your 
bearty Friend, under the Influence of an 
upright d:fire to know and ſpeak the Truth. 
T recomm:nd them to you as an honeſt Tokey 
of my real concern for your ©/ſcſulnefs a! - 
final HappineſS : And as they are now made | 

publick at your Regueſt and Charge, they 
are therefore juftly inſcribed and preſented 


fo "yon, 


By your Aﬀetionate and Faithful 
Friend and 7 ator” h 
— —_—_— 
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MATTHEW XXV. 29. 


Fer unte every One that bath [hal be given, 
and he ſhall have abundance, . 


erg 
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HES E are the words of Jeſus f 
Chriſt our great Teacher, Lord | 
and Saviour; the Diſcourſe + l 
He is here upon is the Parable 
of ne Talents, by which is re- 

preſented 
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preſented to us in a lively manner the O8li- 
gation we lye under,as Moral Agents, honeft- 
ly and faithfully to improve the Powers and 
Advantages we ſeverally enjoy : And as this 
will be my chief aim in the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
it will not be an improper Digreſſion from my 
main Subject, to give a general & plain Expo- 
ſition of the whole Parable ; in doing which 
I will give the Story in brief and in my own 
Language, wich the Spirit, the Applitation of 
it, deſiring each one for himſelf to regard the 
text as | go along. 4 | 


The Parable begins at the 14th Verſe of 
this Chapter, and is introduced ts illuſtrate 
and eaforce the Exhortation offer'd in the. 
verſe preceeding V. 13th, Watch ye thertfore, 
for ye know not the Day nor the Hour in which 
tc Son of man cometh.” As tho" he had faid, 
Since you are wholly uncertain when the 
Bridegroom, the great Head of the Churth 
an Judge of the World will come and call 
you to an account, therefore ſtand ye pre- 
p*red continually, be always vigilant and in- 
duſtrious in the Service aſſign'd you in the 
World, Then tollows the Parable, For the. 
Kingdom of Heavrn i 44 4 Man travelling, Ge. 
Or (s in the Original, Oſper ' Gar An⸗ 
tyzropos Apoſemon, ) Ie 4 Man travels. 

ling, &c. As cho he had ſaid, The Matter 1 
FEY | am 
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The Sitftitüde Pes on, V. 1 ki" he 
Servants with who the Mafter hatHntfufted 
his Eftate behav'd very! differenely' in their 
Lord's abſence: Some, by their, ' Hoh jest In- 
duſtry, made thoſe” © Yi provemetits which 

were reiſbnably to- be expected 3 ni 
others careleſly' riep e&ed, or "m1 ratefull! 
miſimprov'd their Lord's s Mogey + e that 
had receird*fire- Taltats Bain? ot pc five, 
but he' that hid ;Feceiv' Sat Wehk and hi 
it in the Earth. 422 This Mankind 1 
toward God, the * Pn ANY 'SFcbEWorl 


Some, lite rational ns "ſet t e ae 
ailigently to Study thy W f thei) 
ne Bows s they 


a d Faichfuly to im prove. t PPT 
e a ge 
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are endow'd eich, 
every Kind that-they jon wg h 
bits, 


ful Ki owle Iriextitig ve 
i ar 25 ee 


and doing $ood in theit 
ſpend "their time ift - dleneſs 4 c cod kan 
Nr N by 511. and 2 5 wo 
ron pfoceed V. tyth, After à While k 

Lord of thofe Setyants  retriths Bent 25 | 
calls chem all' to an'account for thi ir n 
duct and the'lm brovement they” * feveratly 
made of chat orciog of is Effare kiel 
he hid betraſted them with” ; iateofdibegly 
they al} appear before him, —— now 00 
Keception with their Lord i is ag e as 


their 
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their Conduct was in the Improvement of 
his Money : They that had wiſely and in- 
dufrriouſly applied themſelves to their Lord's 
Service, were accepted, commended and re- 
warded : But they that had been fooliſhly 
negligent ; and had unjuſtly miſimprov'd 
their Time and Talents, were frowned upon, 
condemned and puniſhed. ---- And thus God 
the great Lord and Judge of the World, 
will deal with Men : They, who have thank- 
fully received and wiſely improv'd the Gifts 
of Heaven, for the advaneing the noble De- 
ſigus of divine Goadneſs, who have honeſtly 
ſought after and confcientiouſly. practiſed the 
righteous Will of God, they will be accepted 
with approbation & applauſe, and honourably 
rearded; each one in a Jaft Proportion 
to his particulat Improvements : On the 
other hand the Wicked and the Slothful will 
be eloathed with ſhame, publickly condemned 
and deſervedly puniſhed. ---: This/is the Sub- 
ſtance ofche : Parable, with the true Meaning 
thè Application thereof: And herein we are 
plainly taught ( amongft- others) theſa 
ſanetel ching Jab 
<nvInt vi 2 5 bas age world 
1. That al: Moral Agents are endowed with 
ſome Powers and. Advantages to know and do 
that which 4 right, Vea, that ſo far and no 
farther than any Being is thus qualiſy'd can ' 
| 5 


_ the great Giver f all, 


6 9 every one that hath 


be calld a Moral Agent, or be conceiv'd of 

accountable, This might be eee 
from the Reaſon of things ; And. may. be 
plainly learn'd from this Parable. No Sex- 
yants are call'd to an Account but by the 


Maſter, Improvemeuts are expected of none, 


but thoſe to whom he bath committed I 
greater or leſs Portion of hjs Goods ; and for 
that and that only they 475 accountable, 
each one for what he had receiy d. 0 


2. By this Parable we are taught, that God 
diſtrobutes Powers and 
Advani ages differently to different Moral pw 
and rs nee. = to bis awn ſovereign 
Pleaſure. Thus the Lord in the Þ kane di- 
vides his eſtate among his Servants, unequally 
and according to his own. Will, yer wiſely, 
committing a Portion to the Care pf every 
one according to his . ſeveral Ability : $0: the 
great Lord ot Heaven and Earth deals with 
Men And tho' be herein always acts 
in abe beſt manner, and upon che higheſt 
3 Tet being Sovereign, that is Un- 
aceduntable ; the Reaſons of the divine Con- 
dutt are frequently beyond the reach of our 
Knowlege, and ſomtimes undoubtedly i Incon- 
ceivable to any but an infinite” Mind. 


3. This Parable gives us "the true PIR of | 
6 Religiaw Life, and 4 juſt, Ae 15 


» Sa. nM 
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the Importance of it. The Parable (as has 
been already obſery'd) was introduced to 
muſtrate and Enforce the Exhortation in the 
Verſe immediately pteceeding, an Exhorta- 
tion to be Religious, ſo to live as to be 


prepard for the coming of the Son of Man; 


ow what is it that is requir'd of the 
Servants in the Parable ? it is that they 
faithfully improve the Talents they are be- 
truſted with; and they that ſo do make 
great gains thereby, and are graciouſly 
accepted and amply rewarded by their Lord 
at laſt. In like manner, what God expects 
of Men is an honeft and faithful Improve- 
ment of the Powers and Advantages they 
enjoy while in the ſtate of Probation : Such 
is the Good Man, the faithful Servant, this 
is the true Notion of the Religious, the 
Vertuous Life: And this is the Beginning of 
Wiſdom, this will greatly redound to our 
Benefit here, and to our Happineſs for ever. -- 
By this Obſervation I am naturally led to 
a particular Conſideration of the Words 


of the text: which are immediately occa- 


ſion'd by the Sentence denounc'd againſt the 
wicked and ſlothful Servant, V. 28th, Take 
from him therefore the Talent, and give to him 
that bath ten Talents; then follows the Text 
thus, Fer to every one that bath ſhall be given 
and. he ſhall have abundance. . So that the 


Words 


8 To every one: that hath 


Words are introduc'd as a general Propoſitions 
ſhewing the Wiſdom & Equity of the divine 
Condutt in taking from .the wicked and 
ſlothful Servant, the one Talent, which he 
had; but had miſimprov'd, and giving it to 
him who had many and had improv'd them 
faithfully. The Text therefore may be thus 


explain'd, to bim that bath; that is, to him 


that honeftly and faithfully improves what he 
has, the Talents he enjoys, the Powers and 
Advantages God hath graciouſly favour'd 


him with, to him ſball be given and be ſhall. 
have abundance: That is, to him God of his 
Goodneſs will grant ftill more, he may reaſona- 
| bly hope for and expect an increaſe of his 
Talents, and that in Proportion to his Fi- 
delity and Induftry. That this is the true 
Meaning of theſe Words, we may be further 
convinc'd by viewing them and obſerving how 
they are introduc'd and applied in other 


Places: particularly they are us'd in Luk. 
XIX. 26. and at the Concluſion of the 
Parable of the Sower, as related by the three 


Evangelifts, + Matthew, Mark and Luke: 


In all which Places the Explication above 


given, does ( as far as I can judge) contain 


their full and proper Senſe. I am alſo con- 
firm'd in this Interpretation, by the concur- 
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+ Math, xii, 12. Mat. iv. 25. Luk, viii. 18. 
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ring Judgment of the beft || Expoſitors both 
antient and modern. ----- Wherefore in 
diſcourſing on theſe Words I will attempt, 


1. To explain more largely what we are 
to underſtand by having as us'd in the text, 
or what is implied in a faithful Improves 
ment of the Talents we are betruſted with, 


2. To prove that they who thus have, 
who well and faithfully improve, may reaſo- 
nably hope and exped, that their Talents will 
be increaſed, for their ſurther Advancement. 


IT. Firſt then, I am to explain more 
largely, what we are to underftand by having, 
as us'd in the Text, or, what is implied in 
a faithful Improvement of the Talents we are 
betruſted with, By the Talents we are be⸗ 
truſted with, I underſtand our Powers and Ad- 
vant ag es, what ever we enjoy that may be 
made uſe of for the intereſt of Religion, 
and the advancement of Vertue in our ſelves, 
or others, or any way for the doing of Good. 
By improving them, I mean, the actual uſing 
them to thoſe Purpoſer 5; By improving them 
faithfully, I underſtand, being prudent and 
induſtrions therein, as a Servant that is faithful 


ltd... dat — as. FP 4 * 
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Ichryſoſtom, Gretius, Hammond, Daddrigde, Oc. 
G | in 


= To every one that bath 


in the Buſineſs of his Maſter ; ſo that to 
improve faithiully our Talents, is to att up 
to the Station in which our Wiſe & Bountiful 
Crearor hath plac'd us, it is to be Sincerely 
and induftriouſly Religious Thus much in 
general, to be a little more particular. 


1. It is implied in a faithful Improvement 
of the Talents we enjoy, 4s we are rational 
Beings, thet we att up to the Dignity of our 
Natures. Now this ſuppoles, that we aim 
at good Ends and att upon Juſt Principles; 
that we aim at good Ends; that we propoſe 
to our ſelves and projecute ſome noble and 


worthy Defipns 3 ſuch as being fincerely | 


religious, doing g2od in our places, as we 
have Ability and Opportunity, and che like; 
that we act upon Principles; Principles that 
are intelligible and juſt, Principles that we 
h:ve examin'd into and anderftand, and find 
to be fupported by proper Evidence, Prin- 
cipies of Importance and Worth, that 1s, 
ſuch as nearly concern our Happinefs, and 
which being believed and medicated upon, 


te ud ro inflience us to profecute the great and 


good Ends above mention d. Theſe (acting 
for good ends and upon juſt Principles ) ſeem to 
be the proper foundation of all rational 
Conduct: that without which there can be 
no Vertne, no Religion, For no — or 

| 1168 
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Series of Actions, unleſs they be the Product 
of rational Conſideration; unleſs che Being 
performs them to obtain ſome deſirable End, 
and under the influence of juſt Motives, cau 
be calPd vertuous, nor would the Apent 
therefor be the proper ſubject of Approbation 
or Reward; he would not have acted up 
to the Dignity of his Nature as a rational 
Being, he would not have atted to the divine 
Acceptance. And I may add here, that to 

act like reaſonable Beings, ſuppoſes alſo that 
we Proſecute theſe great Deſigns in right 
Ways, in all ſuitable Methods, in the diligent 
and fieady Uſe of all proper Means, that 


lie within our reach, which brings me to add, 


2, It is implied in a faithful Improvement 
of our Talents, 4s we enjoy the Goſpel, that 
we live Chriſtianity, in the Language ot the 
Apoftle , that we walk worthy of the Vocation 
wherewith we are called: A faithful Imptove- 
ment of the Goſpel ; that Pearl of great 
price, implies that we acquieſce in that way 
of Reconciliation therein reveal'd ; that we 
thankfully put our truſt in the Mercy of 
God, through the Merits of Chriſt for Pardon 
and Acceptance; that we look up to God 
for that divine Aſſiſtance which we fland in 

E 417 I, 
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need of and which the Goſpel direfts us to 
a:k and hope for; that we findy after the 
Trath as reveal'd therein, the Truth as it 


is in Jeſus with an unbiaſs'd Mind ; with. 


a Diſpoſition to receive it in the Love of it; 
that we believe it's Dattrins, that we practiſe 
it's Precepts 3 that we meditate on it's 
Motives till our Minds are duly and ſteadily 


influenc'd by them: in ſhort, it implies, 


that we be ſuch as the Goſpel requires we 
thauld be; that we be fully, even practically 
taught by it, in the words of St, Paul .||, ts 
deny Ungodiipeſi and worldly Luſts, and to live 
foberly rig bt ecuſſ, and godly in this preſent World, 
looking far that bleſſed Hope and the gloriom Ape 
pearance of the Great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Coriſt; who gave bimſelf for us that be might 
redeem us hom all Iniquity and purify unta 
himſelf a peculiar People, xcalous of good Works, 


3. It is implied in a faithful Improvement 
of our Talents, 4s we are favour'd with any 
ſoecial Privileges of getting or duing Good; that 
we ule them prudently and induſtriouſly, 
in ſubſetviency to thoſe great Ends. Par- 
$ica/arly, that they, who are rich, prudently 
take care of the gaod things Providence has 
dealt out to them, Yet t that they truſt not 


— — 
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in 


þ Tit. zi, 12, 13, 14. 1 Tim. vi. 17 18. 
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in wncertain Riches, but in the Living God, -- 
that they be rich in good Works, that they be 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate; lore 
ward to promote valuable and uſeful Deſigns, 
for the Glory of God and the Welfare of 
Men; that they, who by reaſon of their 
Station in the World have 2ny ſpecial In. 
fluence over their fellow Men either by their 
Examples, Inſtruction or Authority, that 


they, | ſay, make uſe of that Influence fo 


as to advance the ſame great Ends, and that 
with all the Prudence and Skill that they can: 
Again, that they, who in the Providence of 
God are favour'd with ſingular Advantages 
for getting Knowlege, that they apply them- 


| ſelves to cloſe Study, and an unbiaſs'd Search 


after Truth, Truth, which is both the Orna- 
ment and Food of the Mind, and by the 
Increaſe of which we ſhall be able the 
more ſucceſsfully to promote our own and 
our Neighbours Good, and to glorifie God 
not only intentionally, but really, rationally and 
extenſively, In like manner a faithful Im- 


provement of our Talents ſuppoſes, that 


every Advantage of every kind and in what- 
ever degree. we enjoy it, be applied with 
Prudence and Induſtry to the ſame valuable 
Purpoſes. For in Proportion as ſome Men 
enjoy greater Advantages to make Progreſs 


in Religion and be extenſively uſeful, than 


others, 
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others, ſo in the ſame Proportion more is 
jaitly expected of them than of others, and 
that whether thoſe Advantages are ſuch as 
are call'd natural or acquir'd, whether they 
relult from our Mike and Conftitution, or 
from the Qiſpeaſations of divine Providence, 
or Grace, they are all the Gifts of Heaven, 
Talents that we are betruſted with by the 
Wiſe and Bountiful Father of the Univerſe ; 
to be improy'd for his Glory and the Good 
of Mankind, I proceed now to the ſecond 
thing propoſed: | 


II. To prove that they who thus have, 
who well and faithfully improve, may reaſonably 
hope and expect that their Talents will be 
increas'd, for their farther Advancement. 
Thus God is wont to deal with Men, ſuch 
is the Method of the divine Conduct in the 
moral Government of the World, as might 
be argued from the perfections of God, may 
he learn'd from the Word of God, and is 


intiſpucably evident from Experience and 


Obſerration; For it is to be noted, that 
this Increaſe of our Talents may proceed 
either from the kind Diftributions and wiſe 
Qrcderings of divine Providence, or from the 
ſpecial Influences of the good Spirit of God, 
or it may be the natural Conſequence of 
Cuſtom and Prattice. But to be particular. 

rr ee 
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1. That our Talents will be increas'd by 
a faithful Improvement of what we have, 
may be argued from the Perfettions of God. 
Not indeed that by any thing we can do, 
we can bring God under any Obligation to 
us, unleſs as he is pleas'd to oblige himſelf 
by his own gracious Promiſe; but the Ar- 
gument from the Perfections of God is to 
this Purpoſe, viz. that it is agreeable to the 
Goodneſs of God as the kind Father of the 
Univerſe, and to h's infinite Wiſdom as the 
Moral Governour of the World, in this 
manner to diftribute his free, his unmerited 
Favours. ls it not jufily efteem'd a wile 
Method of acting in an earthly Prince 
towards thoſe under his Care ard Authority, 
to make thoſe Rulers over wuch, who have 
approv'd themſelves faithful ina little? Is 
it not then fitting that we ſhould conclude, 
that in the ſame Method God deals with 
Men? is not this moſt to the divine Honcur : 
Is there not the higheft reaſon for us to 
think, that tho' God is indeed a Sovereign, 
neither may any ſay unto the Almighty, 
what doft thou, Yet that he is wife in diſ- 
penſing his Favours, that he governs the 
World according to the exacteſt Rules cf 
conſummace Wiſdom? need we then fear 


to entertain ſach agreeable, ſuch honourable 


thoughts of the Deity ? 
Again, 
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Again, is it not a Deſign worthy of a 
God of infinite Goodneſs and unerring Recti- 
| tude, and Holineſs, to promote the Vertue 
| and ſo the Happineſs of moral Agents, who 
; are the molt excellent Parts of the Creation? 
| And will it not have a direct tendency (as 
| far as we can judge of the reaſon and nature 
of things) to promote this great and good 
End; it God in the Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
vidence and Grace, confers the richeſt Favours 
on thoſe who endeavour moſt rationally and 
vigorouſly to be ſuch as he would have 
them to be, to be Pious and Good? or in 
other words, it God moſt Wiſe diſtributes 
the beſt, even Spiritual Bleſſings, grants more 
Talents to thoſe, who are honeſt and faich- 
ful in improving, what they now enjoy, 
who lay out themſelves in good earneſt to 


be ſincerely religious, truly Good and 
ex:enſively uſeful ? 


Wherefore tho God's Fudgments are a great 
Deep and bis Ways many times paſt finding 
out, tho' it becomes us always to be modeſt 
in our Determinations concerning God moſt 
high and his Dealings with his Creatures, 
yet may we not conclude from the reaſoning 


above, at leaſt, with a good Degree of 
Probability, thar this is the ſtanding Rule of 
the divine Condutt toward Men, to grant 
greater 
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fever Grace, more Talents to thoſe who 
ave been really faithful and induſtrious in 
improving what they have been already 
betruſted with? Tho' God dwells in Light 
' inacceſſible, and none by ſearching can find him 
out; tho? as to us Clouds and Darkneſs are 
round about him, yet have we not abundant 
Reaſon from the Diſcoveries God hath 
made of himſelf, to ſay in the ſublime 
Language of the inſpir'd Pſalmiſt, tba. 
TFuſtice and Judgment are the Habitation of his 
Throne, and || that the righteous Lord loveth 
Righteouſnefi, and his Count enance beholdeth the 
_ Upright, that he will therefore ſo bleſs them 
that walk uprightly, that the Path of the Fuſt 
ſhall be as the ſhining Light, that ſhineth 
more and more unto the perfect Day, 


That our Talents will be increas'd by a 
faithful Improvement of what we have, may | 
be learn't fom the Word of God. What | 
elſe can be the Meaning of the Words of li 
the Text, but according to the Expoſition | 
before given? The Words indeed ſeem to | 
have been a Proverb, that was common in | 
our Saviour's Day, which was uſually applied 
to ſecular Affairs, ſignifying that thoſe Ser- 14 
vants, who had been faithful in their Maſters | 


> 
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Buſineſs, were won't to be exalted, and to 
have a larger Portion of Goods committed to 
their Care : this Saying our Great Lord 
and Mafter here and in ſundry other Places 
applies to things of a religious Nature; 
deſigning bereby to ſignify, at leaft, thus 
much, that this is the general Rule of the 
divine Condutt as the moral Governour of 
the World, viz. to grant more Grace, mare 
Power and richer Advantages to thoſe who 
have been faithful in their paſt Improve- 
ments, Theſe words therefore wil) warrant 
our hoping and expecting this effect of a 
faithful Improvement of what we have, 


For ſurely God will not ſuffer bi faithfulneſs | 


to fail; He will compleatly anſwer the 
Character given of him in Sacred writ as a 
Being of unſhaken Fidelity ; What ever 
Enconragement he has given any of his 
Creatures to truſt in him, He will, without 
all doubt, in every Caſe, att fully up to it. 


Moreover, the Goſpel throughout teaches 
us to think and reaſon of God and his 
dealings with Men, as under the laſt par- 
ticular : Luk. XI. 13. If ye then being evil, 
knew how to give good Gifts unto your Children, 
how much more ſhall your heavenly Father giue 
his Holy Spirit to them that al bim? Once 
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That our Talents ( at leaſt many 
of them) will be increas'd by a faithſul 
Improvement of what we have, is indiſputa- 
bly evident from Experience and Obſervation. 
That the Influence of Cuftom is exceeding 
great, every one will be irreſiſtably con- 
vinc'd, who critically obſerves himſelf or his 
fellow Men. An Action, which at firft was 
not to be perform'd, but with much diffi- 


culty and Labour, by Cuftom, or a frequent 


Repetition, becomes eaſie and delightiom ; 
that is, the Power we have to do the ſame 
Action or Actions of the ſame Kind, our 
natural Powers, by a repeated ſucceſsful 


exerciſe, are increas'd, or exerciſed with more 
eaſe and ſucceſs, and that many times in a 


great and unaccountable manner, when the 
Attempts, the Efforts in the exerciſe of 
them are frequent and vigorous ; or, as 
applied to the preſent Caſe, thus, the rational 


Study and induſtrious Practice of Vertue, will render 
it eaſie and delightſom, and a Man will thereby 


be enabled to proceed, to make Progreſs 
therein, to till greater and greater Degrees 
of Perfettion. —— Agreeable hereto has 
been the Obſervation of the Wiſeſt Men, 
and beſt Writers upon humane Nature in 
all Ages ; accordingly this is one of the 
Precepts which Pythagoras is ſaid to have 
deliver'd to his Diſciples, Optimum vitæ Genu 
wy D 2 eligito 
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eligito & Conſuetudo ſaciet jucundiſſimum, chooſe 
that Courſe of Liſe, which is moſt excellent, 
and Cuſtom will render it the moſt delight- 
ful. Vea, Mankind have ſo generally made 
this Obſervation, that it has obtain'd as a 
common Proverb, that Uſe is a ſecond Nature, 
which is not more vulgar than true; the 
Meaning of which I take to be this, that 
an Action by being frequently practis'd, 
becomes as familiar and eaſie, as if we were 
prompted thereto by ſome natural Biaſs or 
inclination of Mind, 


And as our natural Powers do thus grow 


ſtronger by proper exerciſe, ſo our Advan- 


tages of gaining Knowlege and prattiſing 
Vertue, are naturally inlarg'd by a faithful 
Improvement. This is evident thus; what 
ever Knowlege we obtain by an honeſt and 
faithful Improvement of the Advantages, we 
now enjoy, may it ſelf be made Uſe of, as a 
proper Means to gain ſtill further Know- 
lege; and as our Knowlege is increas'd, 
ſo cur Obligations, our Motives to the 
Practice of that, which is right, are alſo 
jacreas'd ; And the Conſtderationr, the Mo- 
tives, by which we are excited to the Practice 
ot our Duty are won't to have continually 
more Weight and Inflaence upon the Mind, 
by being (erioully medicated and diligently 

| pradty'd 


practis d upon. This I will attempt to make 
more obvious by an Inſtance; — The 
Revelation of the Goſpel is a great Ad- 
vantage we enjoy: Now, by honefily ſtudy- 


ing the more plain and inteVigible Parts of 


this Revelation, we gain that Knowlege, 
which may be it ſelf a great Advantaye to 
us, whereby to underſtapd the more obſcure 
and difficult Parts and Paſſages of it; and 
the better we underftand the Goſpel, the 
more ſhall we become acquain:ed with the 
Inducements, that are therein ſet betore us, 
to the Praftice of Religion; and the more 
we ponder upon thoſe Inducements, upon 
the Bleflings held forth in the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel, the more valuable are they 
won't to appear; and the more neceſſary 


to make us truly happy, and ſo they will 
have the greater Influence - on our Minds. 


Thus it is evident from Experience and Obſer- 


vation that our Talents will be ( ſuch & the 
Nature of the Humane Soul) increas'd by a 
faithful Improvement. 


Wherefore, and to conclude this Propo- 
ſition, if God is a Being of abſolute Per- 
fection, if the Encouragements of the Goſpel 
may be depended upon, yea if we may 
credit our own Obſervations upon humane 
Nature, or upon our own Minds, then have 


ve 


| 
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we Juft reaſon to hope and expect that our 
Talents will be increas'd, if we well and 
faichfully uſe what we have, to every one 
that hath ſhall be given and he ſhall have abundance. 


Iwill now make ſome Improvement of 
this Diſcourſe under this one plain and 
important Inference, viz, 


Hence we ſee the great Wiſdom of being 
early and in earneſk in improving the Talents 
that we are ſeverally betruſted with. He that 
begins ſoon, who ſets out upon this Bufineſs 
in the Morning of his Days, in the Bloom 


of Life, and applies himſelf hereto wich |} 


Vigour and unwearied Induftry, he will 
flouriſh like the Palm Tree and grow like the 
Cedar in Lebanon And are not the Thoughts 
of advancing the Dignity and Perfection of 


our Natures, of riſing into a more exalted 
Sphere among Intelligences ; are not the 
Hopes of becoming more nearly allied to the 


Superiour Spirits of the Angelical World, 
are not theſe ſufficient to fire our Breaſts 
with a holy Ambition, to animate our Zeal, 
to ſtrengthen our Reſolutions, that we will 
make this the inceſſant Purſuit of our Lives? 


But they who are in their youthful Days, 


are more eſpecially regarded in this Inference; 


the 
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the Exhortatation therefrom ſpeaketh as unto 
Children, to thoſe who are in the Spring 


7 


w thoughts, chiefly ſuch as are ſuggefted 


by the preceeding Diſcourſe ; the which as 


they may be profitable to al, ſo I recommend 
them particularly to the Conſideration of 
thoſe Tomb of this Aſſembly, who enjoy pecu- 
lar Advantages for gaining uſeful Knowlege, 
and whoſe Good I am bound, by the Station 
in which Providence hath plac'd me, eſpe- 
pray to conſult, Wherefore that you may 

fully, even praftically convinc'd that it 


is à point of the bigheſt Wiſdom for you to 


de early and in earneſt in improving the 


Talents you are betruſted with, Conſider, 


1. Hereby you will keep out vicious 


Habits, which will otherwiſe take Poſſeſſion 
and quickly get deep rooted in the Soul, 
The Mind of Man is like a Garden; the 
which, unleſs it be prudently taken Care 
of, and ſteadily manur'd will be ſoon over- 
run with Weeds, with Briars and Thorns : 
which when once they have got the Poſſeſſion, 
can hardly be rooted out again, the which 
notwithftanding muft be effected before the 
Ground will yield any profitable Increaſe. 
So the Minds of Men, unleſs they are pru- 
dently and diligently taken care of, you 
975 | they 
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they early and in earneſt apply themſelves 10 


the Improvement of their Talents, to the 


right uſe of their Powers, they will quickly 


become habit.ated to do evil. Thoſe that 


are indolent and vicious will naturally and - 
| by the firange Influence of Cuftom wax 


wor ſe and worſe : to them, the gaining of true 
Knowlege and the Practice of Vertue and 
the Exerciſe of real Piety will become more 
and more difficult; this will be the natural 
and /we Contequence of their Negligence and 
Wickedneſs. By negleCting Study & Labour, 
honett Enquiries atzer their Duty & manly 
Efforts in doing it, Men become more and 
more averſe thereto. Errors, being entertain'd 
for truths without a through Examination, 
Prejudices being long indulg'd become deep- 
yoored and have ſuch a Sovereign Command in 
the Soul, that it is almoft impoſſible to get 
freed from them, or to eſcape their deſtructive 
Influence. Rational Reſolutions having been 
repeaiedly drawn up, and as repeatedly viola- 
ted, at length become weak and inſignificant z 


and the Maga, like the door on its Hinges, is 


eaſily mov'd backwards and forwards ; tho? 
he trequently makes ſome Efforts toward a 
Reformation, yer, Unhappy ! they are fo 


langnid and faint that they prove wholy in- 


Feta. Again, The Paſſions, by unreaſonable 
Compliances gain Strength mightily, and be- 
come 
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come Lordiy and uncontroulable, demanding 
and obtaining of the Man a quick Obedience 
to their Sovereign Dictates. And for ſuch 4 
one to learn to do well is like the Etbiopian : 
changing his Skin and the Leopard bis Spots. 
Unhappy Man, who, when ever his Ryes (hall 
be open'd by Serious Confideration, will weep 
over himſelf and with an aking heart cry 
out and ſay, Oh! that 1 had known in my Day 
the things of my Peace! For to free the Mind 
from Prejudices, that have been long receiv'd; 
to mortify vicious Inclinations, which have 
grown ffrong by Cuſtom, and to ſubdne old 
Habits, that are become fubbory and deep 


rooted in the Soul, this is like cutting off 4 


right band, and plucking out aright Eye; 'tis 
like tearing the Fleſh from the Bones, and is 
not to be effected, but by great pains and 
Sorrow, by repeated ſevere Reſolutions, and 
with the atmoſt Difficulty, Is it not then 
deſirable, is it not a point of great Miſdom 
for Tou to avoid this unhappy Condition by 
being early and in good earneſt in improving 
the Talents, which you are ſeverally bettuſted 
with ? Conſider, 


2; Hereby you will engage the divine 
Favour awd Bleſſing with you in all your Ways, 
and have t Reaſon quietly to confide iti 
the Providence of 8 for à ſaſſeient 70 
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of the Good things of this Life» This is 
clearly evident and may be juftly concluded 
from the moral Perfections of God, his Regard 
to Vertue, his Approbation and Care of 
them, that walk wuprightly before hum, Who 
make it their daily Buſineſs to ſerve God and 
their Generation faithfully, There are alſo in 
the Word of God many Paſſages expreſs to 
this Purpoſe 3 even too many to be enume- 
rated here; 1 have been Young, ſays the 
Pſalmiſt. and now am old, yet have 1 not ſeen 
the Rightecus forſaken, or bus Seed begging Bread, 
Pſal. XXXVIL 25. Agreeably our Saviour 
{ays to his Diſciples, Mat VI. 31, &c. There- 
fore take no t houg bt, that is, be not anxiouſly 1 
concerned, ſaying, what ſhal we eat or what 
ſhall we drink, or wherewith ſhall we be cloathed, - 
For your Heavenly Father knoweth that you bave 
need of theſe things. But ſeek ye firſt the Ring- 
dom of God, and his Righteouſneſs and all theſe 
thirgs ſhall be added unte you, that is, as far . 
as God in his Wiſdom ſhall ſee to be beſt. 
And verily this is an ineftimable Blefling : 
what every wile conſiderate Soul would eſteem 
the richeſt, the beſt Portion, that could fall to 
his Loi in the World. What more valuable 
inheritance could any one wiſh for himſelf, 
* or his atareſt Friend; yea what beitet could 
Is a tender Fa:her crave for his only Son, than 
li this, that he be always under the fatherh Care 
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and Protection of Almighty God ; that he 


have his Portion dealt out to him by infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs engag'd for his good, 
ſo that he have juſt reaſon to think that. 
even when he is afflidded, God Al. wiſe docs 
hereby but chaften him, as 4 Father a Son 
in whom he delighteth, for bj Profit, that he 


may be made Partaker of his Holinels ; 
this is indeed the moſt happy ſtate of Ex- 


iſtence, that Earth can boaft, than which 
as to this Lifeno Mortal can frame a higher 
Wiſh. Surely then, | may recommend it to 
you as a point of the greateſt Wiſdom, that 
you apply your ſelves early and in earneſt 
to the Improvement of the Talents com- 
mitted to your Care. Eſpecially if you 


_ conſider alſo, 


3- By this means you will be uſeful in the 
World, This is evident from the Nature 
of a faithtul Improvement of our Talents, 


as before explain'd. And what can be a 


more agreeable Self- reflection than this, to be 


conſcious that we have been deſignedly the 


means of Happineſs to our fellow Men ? 
that we have labouriouſly endeavour'd, as we 


bad Power and Opportunity, to allevjate 


their Sorrows and promote their Welfare? 
What Pleaſure more Heavenly and Godlike ? 
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ſelf. Approbation than, to be conſcious, that 
we have in our Sphere of Action been imi- 
tating the Fountain of Happineß, who is Good 
unto all, and whoſe tender Mercies are over 
all bis Works, and of whoſe Goodneſs we our 
felves have largely receiv'd. Doubtleſs this 
is ſuch Solid. Delight as renders it a Point 
of true Wiſdom for you who are yet in the 
Morning of your Days to purſue it dili- 


gently, and accordingly to apply your ſelves | 


quickly and with Intenſeneſs to the faithful 
Improvement of the Talents, you are bee 
trufted with. I might add here, that th, 
your being thus uſeful in the World, will be 
the moft effectual Way to cauſe your Names 
to ſurvive with Honour when you are dead; 


For it has been an ancient Obſervation, 


that how injudiciouſly and partially ſo ever the 


World treats Mens Characters, while they 


live, yet when their Bodies are mouldred 
to Duſt, their Names are generally us'd with 
a more juſt and equal Regard to their Deſerts: 
Such was the wiſe Obſervation of King So- 
lomqn, Prov. X 7. The Memory of the Fuſt k 
bleſſed ; but the Name of the Wicked ſhall rot. 
Aud this, tho' it bs not the moſt weighty 
Conſideration, yet is it not below the lawful 
delire of a Wiſs Man, or a Nn. 
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J. By the Improvement of your Talents 
you will ſtand continually prepared for Death, 
and while you live, will become daily more 

and more ripe for Glory. How ever your 
Names may be unjuſtly treated by Men, 

yet God, th: Father of your Spirits, will aſſuredly 
deal with you in Mercy and Faitbfulneſs. 
They who are diligently imployed in their 

Lord's Buſineſs ; who are like a faithful 

Servant prudently' waiting for his Mafter's 
Coming, they when ever they all be ſeiſed 
by the King of Terrors, may calmly give 
up the Ghoſt, trufting ſafely in the Grace 
and Truth of God, who will not take bis 

loving Kindneſs from them, nor ſuffer bis Faith= 

Falneſs i fal. 


And as all, who are thus faithful to the i 
Death, ſhall receive a Crown of Life , ſo each 1 
one will finally be advanced in Glory in 
Proportion as he had made Progreſs in | 
Grace and excell'd in good Works: He that f 
ains ten Pounds, will be made Ruler over ten 
| Cities. They, who having been early and in 
earneſt in improving their Talents, have | 
brought forth much Fruit and been ſirgularly 14 
Veftuous, they ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever 
and ever. Since then thefe things are ſo, 
what manner of Perſons ought you to be? Ig 
it not à point of true Wiſdom and of great 
* | Importancg 
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Importance for you to apply your ſelves im- 
mediately and diligently to the Improvement 
of the Talents committed to your Care? 


It now only remains that I conclude with 
a brief Addreſs to thoſe at whoſe defire 
and for whoſe Sake eſpecially this Diſcourſe 
was compoſed. = SAT 


My BrLoveDd PurLLs, 


- .- You have been (as I truft you are 


ſenſible ) the Objects of my daily Concern 
for years paſt, while | have been endeavouring 
in the Integrity of my Heart and with the 
Skilfulneſs of my Hand, to ſeaſon your Minds 
with uſeful Knowlege and to win your 


Hearts to the Love and Practice of Vertue : 


And now your Welfare here and hereafter ; 
your Uſetulneſs on Earth and Happineſs 


in Heaven, I acknowlege, do juftly claim a 


ſhare in my fervent Wiſhes ; Accordingly, 
it is among the Sincere and moft ardent 


in your Day, and Bleſſed for ever; The 


which will ſurely be your bappy Portion, if 
vou are but faichful in improving, what 


God, the Great Houſholder, your Creator, 
and Heavenly Father has committed to your 


truſt, Let mg then direct you, jea let 
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can't be ſerviceable to true Religion, that 
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me beſcech you to eftcem"and treat thi as 


the great Work, the main, the proper 
Rofineſs of your Lives, to make th your 
conſtant Employ* | 


let it be the honeft Aim of your Minds, 


the Centre of all your Schemes, the Drift 
of all your Actions, to promote the noble 
Deſigns of infinite Goodneſs, to advance the 
Interefts of folid Religion and the Good of 
Men. — And in purſuing theſe worthy 
Defigns, take for your Guide that Rule, 
which your Al-wiſe and faithful Law-giver 
has favour'd you with, the Holy Scriptures ; 


' The Law of the Lord % perfect, converting the 


Soul The Teſtimony of the Lord i pure, 
making wiſe the Simple; the Statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoycing the Heart; the Com- 
mandment of the Lord u# pure, enlightning the 
Eyes ; the Fear of the Lord i clean, enduri 


fer euer; the Fudgments of the Lord are true 


and righteous altogether. — Take care to act 
always upon Principles that are intelligible 
and juſt; examine carefully and impartialy 
the Principles which you imbibe ; their 
Meaning and Evidence ; ſee that, like Men, 
you underftand in what Senſe and why you 
believe them ; It can never be pleafing to God, 
it can't be becoming a rational Being, it 
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we ſhould believe, We know not oba dr 
why. .. — In, the, Improvement of 
al] your peculiar Privileges, . be prudent as. 
well as indzſtriow : Such is the faithful 
Servant; he is one that is not only active, | 
but alſo Conſiderate and Thoughtful how 
he may . accompliſh his Mafter's Buſineſs to 
the beſt advantage; fo bere ; In this Buſi- 
neſs you will ſtand in need of Skill and 
Fore-thought ; here is Room for the proſi- 
table exerciſe of much Prudence and Sagacity 
wiſely to pitch upon thoſe. Ways of living, 
to contrive thoſe Methods of ating, to projet 
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5 and judicicuſly to Scan and perfect in the 
* Mind thoſe particular Schemes, which will 
5 be moſt ſerviceable to the great Ends of your 
. Being — And as you muft be thus 
i Prudent and Wile. to do Good; fo let 
i me exhort and perſwade you to be very 
$ induſt riuus; this Matter both requires and 
| deſerves the greateft Diligence; Incline your 
Ears unto Wiſdom and apply your Heart to 
. Underſlanding; yea, cry after Knowlege and 
1 lift up your Voice for Underſtanding ; ſeek her 
. as Silver, and ſearch for ber | as for bid Trea- 
6 ſure; For happy % the Man that findeth. 
| Wiſdom, and the Man that: getteth Under=. 
. ſtanding 3 the Merchandiſe thereof 1 better 
* than the Merchandiſe of Silver, and the Gain 
Ale chan fins Gold, 5 ſhe & mire fre, 
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ded'bat entering upon the ative Part of Life, 
1 being' yet but ſmall; arid 
Four 5 ely and frotig; you will find 
much expoesg4” to the Violence 
Fee Which will many times aſſault 
e at a time and in a manners 
6 jou xpeted them not; be'exhorted there- 
| | fore” 40 10 ſeek \Gaily'- Aſſtakce from God, and 
ee aeeuſtom Four ſelves — 2 frequent, fn dene 
Meditation dh the greds\ Mdreves of the 
Goſpel, that by this means you may cultivate 
that ſtrength of Reſolution and fteadfaſtneſs 
of Mind, by which you may be habitnally | 
ptepar'd for, and may ſucceſsfully withftand | 
'your” Enemies. —= Thefe thoughts, to- | 
gether with what was offer'd more generally 
in the preceeding Diſcourſe, I, in ſincere 
Friendſhip and concern for your Welfare, 
recommend to your ſeriom Conſideration. For 
if theſe | my be zh. you, they will tanſe 
that you be not barren or unfruitful ; Hereby 
you wil) bloods Plants of Rexows, ſuch as 
both God and Men will delight to honouy ; 
Hereby you will be Bleſſings to the Places, 
where you hal] live, a Credit ro your reſ- 
| pettive Families, a Comfort; a a Joy to your 
| Tres 3 and by this means you will 
F greaili | a 
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- preatly rejoice wy Heart, um mins; 
Kally as. You- are about to take your leave 
of me and each other, however we -ſhall 
be. ſeparated in Life or at Death, let this, 
whilſt we liye be our ſtcady Purpoſe and 
Canſcientious endeavour, to ſerve Gd and 
our Generation faithfully in our reſpectiue Places, 

then ſhall we meet together again beyond 
the Grave, and ręjoice together in each 
others Friendſhip and in Glory everlaſting, 
which God of bis infinite Mercy grant through 
Jeſus Chriſt ow Tord, AM E N. N 
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